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Organic Farming-Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture

Composting:

Definition: “Composting is the process
by which organic waste material is
converted to humus.”

Humus provides the soil with more
nutrients which are essential for high
crop yields and good crop quality.
Compost can reduce the farmers need
to spend money on buying expensive
chemical fertilizers.

Compost Making Process: The
following is the simple description of
composting;

Compost Pit: is the place where the
organic waste material is collected and
humus is made. The pit should be
located near to:

-a water source,

-the organic material source, and

-the crop land where the compost will be
added.

The compost pit is dug to a depth of 1-2
feet and the excavated material placed
around the sides to form a bund. The
size of the pit will depend on the amount
of material available for composting.
Organic material: the material used in
the composting process must be
organic.

‘Qrganic Farming-Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture

Organic materials includes:
vegetation such as crops residue,
plants, weeds, stalk of maize and
pulses, tree leaves, branches,
Shouts & shrubs, vegetable waste
such as rice bran, and cereal straw,
woody materials such as sugar cane
trash, tree bark and saw dust.

The best particle size for organic
material in composting is about 2 inches.
If the material is bigger than this, then it
needs to be broken down. This can be
achieved by either chopping the
material, soaking it or by laying on a road
and allowing traffic to break it up.

The main category of organic material is
animal waste; can be liquid in the form of
urine, or solid in the form of manure.
Urine is a good source of potassium
which is essential for good crop growth.
Building the heap: when enough
material is available for composting,
building of the heaps can begin. The
heap will be built in the compost pit
constructed for this purpose. At the
bottom of the pit place a layer of
branches or brushwood. This will help in
aeration and prevent water logging of
the lower layers. The pit should be
divided into a number of sections in
which each heap will be built.
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